
TALES OF TALBOT ST.
ARE YOU READY FOR MORE TALES OF TALBOT?

SCAN HERE FOR MAP

HINT-USE THE 
ONLINE WEBSITE TO 
HELP YOU ANSWER 

THE  QUESTIONS

ALL IMAGES COURTESY OF THE ELGIN COUNTY ARCHIVES

PARTNERED WITH:

1 CASO – What did one of the bomb plotters replace the dynamite in his suitcase with?      
________________________________________

2. Andersons –  In 1921 what was the standard working week for employees in Andersons? 
  _______________________________________

3. Queens Hotel – What was the value of the hotel’s own coinage?
  _______________________________________

4. Dake House – How may you have arrived at the hotel in 1885?
________________________________________

5. Jumbo – How old was Jumbo in 1881?
________________________________________

6. Flexen (Motor Man) – What type of work did Flexens letterhead state he would undertake? 
________________________________________

7. Grand Central Place – Name the movie  shot in the hotel.
________________________________________

8. Library – Name the artist who created the “Mother and Child” sculpture outside the main entrance? 
________________________________________
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N YOU GET TO THE PEANUT? . . . . .



N

Public Washrooms
Informationi

LEGEND
P Parking

LIBRARY (BUILT 1974)

CASO STATION (BUILT 1871-1873)

THE DAKE HOUSE (BUILT 1881)

JUMBO THE ELEPHANT (STATUE BUILT 1985)

Rented, Renamed & Reused Trains, Trunks & Takeout Beds, Burgers & Banking

GRAND CENTRAL HOTEL (BUILT 1885) ANDERSONS (BUILT 1871)

THE QUEENS HOTEL (BUILT 1878) 

153 Curtis Street 600 Talbot Street 741-743 Talbot Street 11 Manitoba Street

750 Talbot Street 65 Talbot Street 330 Talbot Street

The building originally 
housed a foundry and 
an agricultural tool 
maker. The iron 
columns visible in the 

CASO station were 
cast here. About 1902, 

partners Northway and 
Anderson remodelled it extensive-

ly for their store. It sold housewares, china, 
fashionable clothing, and even stored custom-
ers’ furs in the basement. Installed the first public 
elevator in 1919. Finally closed in 1988.

The eastern half of Grand 
Central Place was 
once the site of the 
city’s largest hotel, 
the Grand Central with 

100 rooms. Three large, 
three-storey brick blocks 

occupied the other half. All 
were demolished in 1979. It housed the 

first cocktail lounge in St. Thomas: The 
Diplomat Room. Designed by Neil Darrach, 
architect of city hall and the 1900 courthouse 
reconstruction.

Jumbo, one of the first 
African elephants in 
captivity, was a 
favourite at the 
London (UK) 
Zoo. His purchase 

by P. T. Barnum for 
his circus attracted great 

media attention. He toured 
widely until September 15, 1885, when he 
was killed by a freight train while being led to 
his rail car. This larger than life statue was 
unveiled to mark the 100th anniversary of the 
accident. 

Built both as a station 
and a home for the 
offices of the CSR, it 
was later the 
Canadian headquar-

ters of the Michigan 
and New York Central 

Railways. John W. Murray, the 
inspiration for TV’s William Murdock, 

was a railway detective here in the 1870s. 
Anderson Hall was once the passenger 
dining room whose staff lived upstairs.

Built as a garage and repair 
shop for Richards Coach 
Lines, the city’s first bus 
service, started in 
1930. Beginning in 
1938, it was home for 

over 60 years to the 
Flexen Machine Company, 

owned by Charles Flexen, a 
former machinist for the Michigan Central. 
Among other clients, he maintained the 
Times-Journal’s newspaper equipment and the 
city hall clock.

The city’s first library was 
established in 1885. It 
occupied various 
locations until 1904 
when a new building, 
funded by Andrew 

Carnegie’s Foundation, 
a US steel maker, was 

constructed at 9 Mondamin 
Street. It was in use until the present library was 
built and was then adaptively reused to house 
the city’s planning and building services 
department. 

Luman Dake, once a 
blacksmith, built the 
Dake House Hotel 
during the rail 
boom. Popular 
with commercial 

travellers, the hotel 
had “sample rooms” 

(merchandise display space), 
a barbershop and reading rooms. Destroyed by fire 
c. 1917, Dake himself may have built the two-sto-
rey block, that then appeared on the site before 
giving way to the building that now houses 

Built for $5,000 by B. F. 
Queen, an engineer 
with the Michigan 
Central Railway, with 
54 bedrooms and 
stabling for 50 

horses, it had its own 
coins (used only in the 

hotel bar). It burned in 1967 
and was then torn down. The city’s first fast 
food outlet, Burger Chef, then occupied the 
site (1969-1975) followed by the bank.

Coaches, Clock & Coils

Dining, Detectives & Dynamite Protests, Parade & Passing Flappers, Film & Flattened Foundry, Furs & Pharmacy 

410 Talbot Street
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